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Immediate Conversations 1

Immediate Conversations

This book is called “Immediate Conversations” because it teaches you to speak English
immediately, in real-time conversations! This book is not like other books. You will talk about
yourselves, and find out interesting information about the daily lives of your classmates.

You will practice the following elements of conversation:

* Asking questions: * Answering questions:

Where do

yvhere ¢o Do you like
you live?

natto?

'
L] e Ji
' I live in
Kobe.

Yes, I love
I

¢ Speaking about yourself without being
* Reacting to what your partner said: asked a question:

I play the
piano and the
trumpet.

My favorite
subject is

math.

This book gives you all you need to conduct real conversations!

B First, you learn to speak in “real time,” without pausing to think.

B Then, little by little, you learn how to use your new knowledge in natural conversations,
just like a native speaker. It's easy when you are talking about real life, and asking meaningful
questions to your classmates.



Silence and Culture

B Polite expression and culture

In our own society we learn the appropriate way to use the rules of politeness in speech from
an early age. These rules have become deeply internalized. They are automatic, and are used
subconsciously. We generally have the impression that these rules are the same everywhere,
that they are universal and do not change from place to place. But this is not true: rules of
politeness are cultural. This means that people express politeness differently depending on the
country and culture they belong to.

® In Japan
In Japan when someone is asked a question in class, that person is expected to come up with
an answer, but it is not unusual for that person to think for a long time, gaze into in their textbook
or even consult a classmate next to them. The entire time they are searching for the answer, they
remain silent. This silence may have a meaning in itself: It could mean “I am not able to answer
the question.”

Do you come
here by train? c

()
Japanese
student J U )

B Outside Japan

In the West, when your teacher (or someone else) asks you a question, it is important that
you answer almost immediately. Remaining silent when you have been asked a question is
considered impolite. It is interpreted as “I don’t want to answer you”. This is true for normal
conversation, and it is even more important in class, when your teacher asks a question and
everyone is waiting for the response. It is a cultural difference.

N\ .8.
Do you come
here by train? .
o
< Maybe he doesnt
understand the question?
Japanese Or he doesnt want to answer?
stF:Jdent Or he dislikes me? Or he's
N\ making fun of me?

B In this class

We will make an effort to answer questions very quickly, within five seconds. It might be difficult
for you at first, but this is the way people do it in the West. How can you do this if you don’t know
the answer, or haven’t understood the question? There are a number of simple ways, and we will
practice them.




B If you don’t understand something the teacher says, just ask the meaning of the words you
didn’t understand. Your teacher can explain with a sentence, with gestures, with a drawing, or give
you the Japanese equivalent. The teacher might also ask you to look a word up in the dictionary,
or have you ask someone else in the class. Each time, the verbal exchange is successful, and the
conversation can continue.

r For example )
2: y;t: ::}T . . . What's "musical
any | instrument" in
instruments?

Japanese?

3 5

B If you don't hear something the teacher says, just ask the teacher to repeat the

question! You can do it with one word: “Sorry?”

(" For example )

Do you know who
Tom Cruise is? | —® | Sorry?
[} j D

Do you know who
Tom Cruise is?

B If you do understand the question, but you can’t answer because you don’t know
how to say something in English, just ask how to say the word (or sentence) in English!

- For example )
How old is What's
your sister? N "jugosai” in
English?
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B If you understand the question but you don’t know the answer, just say “I don’t know”.
If your voice and demeanor is respectful, this is a perfectly polite way to answer in English. It is
infinitely more polite than remaining silent.

(" For example A
What is "watashi wa I don't
Tokyo ni sundeimasu” | ———p Know.
in English?

™ &

Of course, if you are asked a question and know the answer, say it right away! Even if you are

not sure the answer is correct, say it anyway. The teacher will correct mistakes if there are any.
This is the time when you will learn the most!

Conversation Practice

To use what you learn in real conversations, it is necessary to do a lot of conversation practice so
you can say things immediately. Written exercises are important for remembering vocabulary and
new sentence structures, but it is conversation practice that will allow you to speak in real time. If
you only know a word or a sentence from reading, you will not be able to say it without hesitation.
You have to do a lot of oral practice with your partner in class. The basic procedure for doing this
is that you ask a given question to your partner, and your partner answers. Then you reverse
roles: your partner will ask you a question, and you answer. Do this as much as you can, using
all the possible variations you have learned. For example: “Does your father have a hobby?”,
“Does your mother have a hobby?”, “Does your brother have a hobby?”, “Does your father speak
any foreign languages?”, “Does your mother drive?”, etc. When you have exhausted this type
of conversation practice, you can quiz each other: “What’s “anata no kodomotachi wa ikutsu
desuka” in English?”, “What’s ‘anata no onii-san wa ikutsu desuka’ in English?”, etc. One partner
asks the questions, the other answers. Then you exchange roles.

Have Fun!

The Immediate Method is the teaching method on which this book is based. It was developed in
Japan, and many beginning students have used it to learn to speak French, German and English.
They all say that it is not very difficult and that it is a lot of fun! You will also have the enjoyment
of learning all kinds of things about your classmates and your teacher, and the pleasure of telling
them about yourself! Most of all, you will realize that it is not so difficult to have conversations in a
foreign language. Have fun!
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