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Cultural codes of conversation: Three Golden Rules pp 10-15

Sounding Natural
(pragmatic skills)

Where are you from?

Where are you from? What do you do?
Where do you live/study/work?
One Step Further: How long have you been living there? What do you study there?

Keeping the conversation
on a topic

What do you do in your free time?
What do you do/like doing in your free time?
How often do you play tennis?
One Step Further: How long do you spend playing tennis a week? How many comics do you have?

Getting a listener's opinion or
response: How about you?
And you?

How far is your hometown from here?

How far is your hometown from here?
What do you like/don't you like about your hometown?
One Step Further: What is your hometown famous for? What's that?

Using rounded-off numbers

Do you have a part-time job?
Do you have/Have you ever had/Would you like to have a part-time job?
Do you think your job/your father's job/a pilot's job is interesting?
One Step Further: What do you like/don't you like about your job?

Using conjunctions to make
longer answers

What do you spend your money on?
What do you spend your money on/save your money for?
How much do you spend on clothes in a year?

One Step Further: What would you buy if you were extremely rich?
What would you like to do with your money?

Signalling that you are thinking

What are you going to do during the summer break?

What are you going to do during the summer break?
Are you doing anything on Saturday?
One Step Further: Will you be busy/working on the weekend?

Showing agreement

What did you do during the holidays?
What did you do during the holidays?
How was it?
One Step Further: Who did you go with? How long did you go there for?

Giving general answers

Have you ever been to Hokkaido?

Do you like to buy souvenirs when you travel?
Have you ever been to Tokyo Disneyland/eaten snails/hitchhiked?
One Step Further: Where would you like to go on your next trip? Why's that?

Showing that you are following
what is being said

Would you like to get married someday?

Would you like to get married someday?
What's the best age to get married?
One Step Further: What do you think makes a good marriage? What do you think brings happiness?

Giving a reason with your
answer

Would you ever go on a blind date?

Would you ever go on a blind date?
What do you think of fortune telling/people who park in the street?
One Step Further: Would you mind it if someone copied your homework?

Changing the subject

What was your favorite TV show when you were ten?
What was your favorite TV show when you were ten years old?
How have you changed since you were in high school?

One Step Further: What did you want to be when you were ten years old?
Did you ever play hide-and-seek when you were younger?

Maintaining eye contact

What would your dream job be?
What would your dream job be?
Can you drive a car? Are you good at serving customers?
One Step Further: What does being a teacher involve! What kind of people make good teachers?

Not over-praising or being
over-humble




Sounding Natural
(pragmatic skills)

Talking about your family
Where are your parents from? Do you have any brothers or sisters?

One Step Further: What does your father/mother/brother do? What do most people call you?
Do you get along with your family?

Asking for help:
How do you say~ in English?

Talking about your free time
What have you been doing recently? Have you been playing tennis recently?

One Step Further: Have you been to any good restaurants lately? Read any good books lately?
I saw a great film the other day called...

Varying your style of speech

Talking about where you are from
What's the weather like where you're from? What are the shops like in your hometown?

One Step Further: When is the best season to visit? What's the best way to get there?
Where's the best place to eat out?

Expressing that you haven't
understood something

| don't know vs. | don't understand

Talking about your schedule
How many days off do you have a week? Do you think that's enough?

One Step Further: What's your favorite day of the week? What's your busiest day of the week?
What do you wish you had more time to do?

Responding to what
someone has said

Talking about shopping
Do you ever shop online?

One Step Further: What kinds of shops do you like browsing in?
What kinds of things do you like looking at? How often do you shop for food?

Asking personal questions

Talking about the near future
What are your plans for the weekend?

One Step Further: Is there anything you are looking forward to in the near future?
What's something you want to have done soon?

Remembering that some
nuances don't translate

Talking about weekends and holidays
What do you/your friends/Australians usually do during the holidays?

One Step Further: What's your typical weekend like?
What was the highlight of your holiday? Describe your ideal weekend.

Distinguishing yourself
from others

Talking about travel and experience
What's the best place you have ever travelled to?

One Step Further: What's the best/worst thing about travelling? What do you miss most when you travel?

Tell me about your strangest travel experience.

Using tag questions to
elicit responses

Talking about life plans
Do you think it's OK to live together before getting married?

One Step Further: Do you believe that both parents should work?
Why do you think it's important to live together before marriage?

Disagreeing politely

Talking about your values and interests
How important is it for you to be in fashion? How interested are you in politics?

One Step Further: What's the most important thing in your life?
What's something you couldn't live without?

Asking for clarification:
Do you mean...?
What do you mean?

Talking about memories
What is your happiest memory of childhood?

One Step Further: How old were you when you first learned how to walk/write/drive?
When did you start learning English?

Agreeing with what
someone has said

Talking about the future
What will you be doing in ten years' time? What will Japan be like in the future?

One Step Further: What are your plans for after graduation?
Do you think it's possible to predict the future?

Not waiting for aizuchi
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