Starting oral practice

So that’s the class format and goals explained. What do you do next?

If the class started at 9 :00, it's now about 9 :35. From there we go
straight into some guided practice. Even in the first class, | want
students to start doing at least a bit of conversation practice, so that

they see how easy and fun it can be. The crucial thing for students to

understand is that if they practice the material seriously with their
partner for say, ten minutes, they will easily be able to use it in a conversation and thus quite

easily get quite a good grade.

What material do you use?

For the first class, | give students the material found in the Grammar Toolboxes on pages 16 and
17 of the textbook. If time is running short, | skip the top one on page 17.

In a regular class, | would give some sort of warming up exercise, like
a word game, or ask students to make a list or ranking. For example,

I'll ask them to individually jot down their top 3 ways of spending free

time, and give them a few minutes. They seem to like it when we
collate answers on the board, and find which activities were popular.

This also gives us a good starting point for vocab to be used in the lesson.

Note to teachers : warming up exercises for each lesson of CiC can be found in the teacher’s

book.

Students open their books to the first toolbox, and we read through the basic question together. |
check that students know what it means, and then move on to varying it by substituting in

vocabulary either the vocab listed in the textbook, or stuff left on the board from warming up.

It's also important for students to vary the form of the way they talk. Most of what goes on in
conversation classes is open questions with simple answers. But to better reflect real speech, we
show students that it's a good idea to use three different versions of the same question
interchangably (open questions, closed questions, and speaking about oneself without being
asked a question). For example, instead of just asking the open question Where do you live?, |
have them think about how to make a closed question on the same topic, once | have explained
what open and closed questions are, of course. So they might come up with something like Do

you live near the school? for a closed question, or for speaking about oneself / live about twenty

minutes from here, near the station.

| Vary Your Speech!

Fg exactly do you live? — |livein .

IE" you work anywhere near here? — Yes,| work_.

3 1

F_. | live in a suburb of Kyoto called Arashiyama, and | study an art college near my house. — In Arashiyama? | live in._.




How about you? There are short exercises for students to work on for a minute or two after they
have learnt a new grammar pattern, and although its a small thing, it really makes a profound

difference to how fluent they sound in conversation.

Note to teachers : explanations about varying speech style can be found on page 15.

GOLDEN RULE 31 When you take part in a conversation in English,
make sure that you vary the way you speak.
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How do you go about pair practice?

As soon as the material in the first Toolbox is covered, | tell the students to start practicing the
questions and answers in pairs, and remind them that the target is to be able to use it in real-time.
While they are practicing, | go around the class and practice with students one-on-one, and give
each of them a hanko stamp in the attendance column of their Progress Sheets.

Pair practice is kept fresh by the fact that all the answers are true and original for each student ;
that is, they are responding with their own personal information, and not simply reciting role plays
or pre-scripted conversations. It may sound like a big jump for first-year students with very
minimal spoken English ability and confidence, but they handle it surprisingly well. Soon they are
starting to play with the language ; making interesting questions about topics they really want to
find out about, and thinking about how to make sentences that express their opinions and life

situations.



How do you wrap up the class ?

At the end of the first class, | remind them that conversation classes are beginning next week
and to bring their Presence Sheet to every class.

Finally, before the students leave, | go around the class and take a quick head shot photo of each
student with my digital camera. | give them the printed pictures when they come to their first
conversation test in the following week, and they paste it on their Presence Sheet. Pretty soon
the Presence Sheet is looking like an official document (something like a ‘passport to the class’),
with personal information, a picture, stamps and marks. As a result the students realise how
important their sheet is, and usually look after it . Among hundreds of students each year | have
perhaps one lost sheet.

Students leave the room feeling that this class might be a little out of the ordinary. It seems what
will be asked of them is possible, maybe even fun, that their efforts will be rewarded and that
there is a potential for progress towards actually being able to speak some English. Waku waku.

Tanoshisou desune.
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